
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
https://www.abcmouse.com/schools 

 
ABCmouse.com is a global education initiative of Age of Learning, Inc. Their goal is to 
help children build a strong foundation for future academic success by providing a 
comprehensive and engaging online curriculum to greatly assist early learners to 
succeed in pre-k, kindergarten, and early elementary school programs. 
 
ABCmouse.com is subscription-based, with no advertising, pop-up ads, or links to other 
sites. Children can learn and explore with their parents, or on their own (depending on 
age and ability), in a safe and secure online educational environment. 
 
The site is named ABCmouse.com because here children can learn important 
educational basics (often referred to as "the ABC’s") through the use of a computer 
mouse. At ABCmouse.com, the computer mouse comes to life as ABC Mouse, who 
serves as the site ambassador and guide to early learners everywhere. 
 
Developed in close collaboration with early childhood education experts, the 
ABCmouse.com curriculum encompasses the subjects of reading, math, science, social 
studies, art and music. ABCmouse.com is FREE to public schools …and for a limited 
time FREE to preschools and private schools. 
 
ABCmouse.com is currently offered FREE to U.S. and Canadian public schools. With a 
public school classroom account, you can add up to 40 students and build lessons and 
track progress for each student individually. 
 
 

• Supports Common Core standards 
• Over 5,000 learning activities 

• Full online curriculum 
• Supports all learning styles 
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Cinco de Mayo is celebrated on the 5th of May. Contrary to what many people believe, Cinco de 
Mayo is not Mexico's independence day from Spain. Rather, it's a remembrance of a David and 
Goliath-like fight. In 1862, as the French invasion of Mexico began, Mexican General Ignacio 
Zaragoza's force of 4,000 soldiers defeated twice as many French soldiers in the Battle of 
Puebla. The French occupation would continue until 1866, but the Mexican soldiers' courage 
and determination inspired Mexican Americans. Even back then, historians say, California's 
Mexican Americans celebrated the win. Later, in the 1960s and 1970s, Chicanos involved in the 
civil rights movement related the Cinco de Mayo story to their quest for respect in the United 
States. They identified with the Mexican Indian and Mestizo (people of Mexican Indian and 
European descent) soldiers' triumph over European conquest attempts. Chicano activists 
publicized it and made it a popular holiday in the United States. 
 
Today, it's become much like St. Patrick's Day. You don't have to be Mexican to celebrate it. 
Cinco de Mayo marks the victory of the Mexican Army over the French at the Battle of Puebla 
on May 5, 1862. This date symbolizes Mexican pride, unity, and patriotism. In the United States, 
Cinco de Mayo is a day to celebrate family, culture, and the experiences of Americans of 
Mexican ancestry. Cinco de Mayo is often celebrated with parades, music, dancing, and other 
festive activities. These lesson plans, activities, and thematic units will introduce your class to 
this holiday and its meaning. 
 

Teach-nology 
http://www.teach-nology.com/teachers/lesson_plans/holidays/cincodemayo/ 

 
Scholastic 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/collection/cinco-de-mayo 
 

Apples 4 the Teachers 
http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/cinco-de-mayo/ 

 
Teachers First 

http://www.teachersfirst.com/holiday/cinco.cfm 
 

A to Z Teacher Stuff 
http://themes.atozteacherstuff.com/826/cinco-de-mayo-activities-printables-lessons-and-

teaching-ideas/ 
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http://www.orange.k12.nj.us/Page/7025 

 
A Schoolwires Webpage Resources has been added to the Educational Technology 
page to provide you with videos, tutorials, and “how tos” to assist in developing your 

Schoolwires webpage. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Kids.gov May Events Calendar 
 http://kids.usa.gov/grown-ups/calendar/may/index.shtml 

 
Calendar Topics 

 Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month 

 Jewish American Heritage Month 

 National Physical Fitness and Sports Month 

 Local Farmers Markets 

 Swimming and Water Safety 

 Visit Your Library 

 Air Quality Awareness Week 

 Cinco de Mayo 

 Memorial Day 
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http://www.thinkfinity.org/community/thinkfinity-resources 

 
Thinkfinity Lesson Plans for Teachers: Thinkfinity showcases lesson plans from a bunch of 
favorite sources like ArtsEdge, EDSITEment, and ReadWriteThink. To search, select Common 
Core Standards in the search window, and you'll find many different aligned lesson plans from 
Thinkfinity's partners. 
 

 
 

http://www.insidemathematics.org/ 
 
Inside Mathematics has worked closely with mathematics education leaders involved in the 
creation of the national Common Core State Standards for Mathematics to align the resources 
of this site with the national standards. The goal is to guide and support educators in learning 
the Common Core framework and relate it to teaching practice and students’ learning. The 
nonlinear nature of web-based resources will support educators in building deeper 
understanding of what the Common Core Standards look like in practice, with a goal of 
building robust mathematical thinking in all students.  
 
To reinforce and honor the language of the standards, this site has directly correlated the 
mathematical practice standards to excerpts of mathematics lessons. Just as with content 
standards, not every lesson reflects all elements of the individual standards for mathematical 
practice. By representing examples from different classrooms for each standard, site creators 
also want to emphasize how many different ways teachers may enact these standards for 
mathematical practice in their classrooms, with their particular learners. While there is no 
one "right way," there are multiple examples of successful strategies to launch and sustain 
these practices.  

http://www.thinkfinity.org/community/thinkfinity-resources
http://www.insidemathematics.org/


 
 

 
http://www.thinkingblocks.com/ 

 

This site guides students step-by-step through the process of modeling a word problem. The 
model drawing method is perfect for students aged 8-12 to develop more advanced 
mathematical concepts and algebraic reasoning. 
 
Thinking Blocks contains guided instruction videos that do a fantastic job of explaining the 
modeling process for each type of problem. Once students are familiar with the modeling 
process, they can go through a more guided instruction. Each section contains multiple types 
of problems along with an accompanying modeling solution.  
 
Perhaps the best feature is the Modeling Tool where teachers and students can select what 
area and what type of problem to model. It contains a vast collection of word problems for 
the students to model, or teachers and students can make their own problem. When the 
problem is presented, students can use the tools to build their own model based on the 
problem type.  
 
This site contains much, much more and teachers should spend some time familiarizing 
themselves with everything this site has to offer.  
 

 
 
 

PBS Parents 
http://www.pbs.org/parents/ 

 
PBS Parents is a trusted resource that’s filled with information on child development and 

early learning. It also serves as a parent's window to the world of PBS KIDS, offering access to 
educational games and activities inspired by PBS KIDS programs. 

 
 

The PBS Parents Newsletter 
http://www.pbs.org/parents/newsletters/ 

 
Find parenting tips, timely articles, kid-friendly recipes, interactive games, and more from 

PBS KIDS. Sign up today! 
 
 

 

http://www.pbs.org/parents/
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Go Noodle 
BRAIN BREAKS 

https://www.gonoodle.com/how-it-works 
 

This site helps kids channel their physical and emotional energy for good. 
GoNoodle's short desk-side physical activities — also called brain breaks — help teachers 

manage their classroom and improve student performance. 
 

 

 
LibriVox 

https://librivox.org/ 
 

A great site for introducing students to literature or encouraging reluctant readers, 
LibriVox contains a wide catalogue of free audio books. To help students improve 

confidence and presentation skills, encourage them to submit their own content too! 

 
In Focus 

http://infocus.cc/ 
 

In Focus is a very simple tool for highlighting webpages. It works great for research 
projects or for any time you need your students to focus on a certain part of a page. 
No signup is needed. Simply enter the URL of the site you want to highlight. Then, 
drag the highlight area. You will get a custom URL of the page with the highlighted 
area visible and everything else “greyed out”. This works great when you want to 

show your students a web video without the distractions of suggested videos and ads. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.gonoodle.com/how-it-works
https://librivox.org/
http://infocus.cc/


 
Technology Innovations:  Presentation Remote 

 
 

 
 
 
Are you looking for ways to enhance your presentations?  Try using a presentation 
remote. 
 
The following are some of the benefits: 
 
• A Wireless presentation remote designed for PowerPoint, Keynote and other 
presentation programs usually connects to the USB port on most devices. 
 
• There is no software to install.  Simply plug the receiver into a PC or Mac and 
the remote is ready to use in seconds. 
 
• Complete cursor control and two-button mouse models provide full control over 
your presentation. 
 
• There is on average a 60-foot range which will give you freedom to roam; 
remote even works through walls and furniture. 
 
• Some models have media mode controls for Windows® Media Player on a PC 
and iTunes® or QuickTime® on a Mac®. 
 
• Some models have built in laser pointers.  
 
• It’s fun to use! 
 
If you would like assistance with presentation remotes, contact your building 

Technology Coordinator who will be happy to assist you. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Free Apps on Fridays at http://momswithapps.com. Find all kinds of apps for best 
practices. 
 
Kids in Need Teacher Grants provide educators with funding for creative classroom 
projects. (Projects are usually not more than a few weeks long at the most and have a 
beginning, middle and end.) The Teacher Grants are funded by retail and education 
credit union sponsors. This year all teachers who apply will receive a special gift of 
poster-making and bulletin – board supplies from ArtSkills. Typically 300-600 grants 
are awarded each year. Applications are judged according to a rubric that emphasizes 
innovativeness and merit, clarity of objectives, replication feasibility, suitability of 
evaluation methods, and cost effectiveness. 
 
Eligibility: Certified K-12 teachers in the United States 
Deadlines: Applications available online from July 15, 2014, until midnight on 
September 30, 2014; winners will be notified by December 1, 2014. 
Award: $100-$500 
Web: http://www.kinf.org/grants/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/paperdesk-lite/id367563434?mt=8 
 

PaperDesk is a simple, easy-to-use notebook allowing the user to record and write. This app 
offers the ability to mix typed text with handwriting. The app also provides export capability to 
Google Docs as a PDF. Paperdesk provides lots of color and pen size choices from the slider bar 
at the top of the screen (and 4 quick choices as well). Unfortunately, in limited testing, the undo 
function didn't always seem to work as expected for unknown reasons. 

 

 

http://www.kinf.org/grants/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/paperdesk-lite/id367563434?mt=8


   
 Paperdesk also includes audio recording functionality, though the implementation is not quite 
as seamless as it could be. Instead of simply being embedded into a given page, recordings are 
available for any page. That said, the recording playback system does have a neat feature that 
links an audio recording to handwritten notes. Paperdesk Lite differs from the fully paid version 
of the app by limiting users to only 3 notebooks with 3 pages each. 
 
Journals -Students keep questions and ideas in a journal. These may be used later to develop a 
formal piece of writing. Twelve Word Summary - In 12 words or less, students summarize 
important aspects of a particular chunk of instruction or reading. 

 
TECHNOLOGY HUMOR 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 


